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Tuesday, July 31, 2018 3 

Meeting Minutes 4 

 5 

Members Present: Brian Carpenter, Laura Asermily, Heather Seeley, Lindsey Fuentes-6 

George, Victor Nuovo, Farhad Khan and Nick Artim. 7 

 8 

Staff Present:  Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay, and Ilsley Library Director Dana Hart 9 

 10 

Others Present: Jan Demers from Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity, 11 

Fred Kenney from Addison County Economic Development Corporation and members 12 

of the public. 13 

 14 

The meeting was televised on MCTV by Jim Corbett. 15 

 16 

 17 

1. Call to Order 18 

 19 

Brian Carpenter called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm. 20 

 21 

 22 

2. Approval of Agenda 23 

 24 

Asermily made the motion to approve the agenda and Nuovo seconded the motion.   25 

Carpenter said there would be an addition of 6.a. to the agenda to approve a Public 26 

Assemblage Permit for Mr. Mike’s Cleaning Service.  The agenda was approved as 27 

amended with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED. 28 

 29 

3. Approval of Minutes of July 10, 2018 Selectboard Meeting and  30 

Amendment of the Minutes of June 26, 2018 31 

 32 

Khan made the motion to approve the minutes of July 10, 2018 as presented, and 33 

Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED 34 

 35 

Asermily said there was an amendment to be made to the June 26, 2018 Board Minutes 36 

that were approved at the July 10, 2018 meeting regarding the bid recommendation to 37 

J&B International for the motor replacement.  38 

 39 

Asermily moved to approve the amendment, as presented, to item 8.d, regarding the 40 

purchase of a replacement motor for Truck #356, discussed at the Board’s June 26, 41 

2018 meeting. Khan seconded the motion. The motion carried with 7 in favor. MOTION 42 

PASSED 43 

 44 

 45 

 46 
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4. Citizen Comments 47 

 48 

Anne Christie of East Middlebury thanked the Board for being on top of all the issues.  49 

She said in the July 10th meeting packet the Board received the quarterly noise 50 

complaint report from the Middlebury Airport.  She wanted the Board to be aware of how 51 

important these quarterly reports are and how appreciative she is that the Board will 52 

receive them and monitor them.  Christie gave a brief history of the recent airport 53 

expansion project and how there had been miscommunication and a sense of 54 

frustration for neighbors that they weren’t being heard.  She said she worked with 55 

airport officials and developed a complaint form that is now on the airport website, and 56 

said this provides an avenue of communication between the neighbors and the airport.  57 

She said there is a link on the Town’s website to the airport site for access to the form, 58 

and she’s working to get the word out to everyone that this procedure is available so 59 

they can get their questions answered.    60 

 61 

5. Jan Demers, Executive Director of Champlain Valley Office of Economic 62 

Opportunity, in Regard to Building a Stronger Relationship with the Town of 63 

Middlebury. 64 

 65 

Demers said that the Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity (CVOEO) is one 66 

of  five community action agencies in the State, and they work with low or median 67 

income families to make sure there is racial, social and economic justice in our area. 68 

 69 

She said Middlebury has a full range of their 11 programs that they offer that include 70 

crisis, stability and out-of-poverty programs.  She reviewed the various services they 71 

provide, such as a food shelf, heating assistance, weatherization projects, free income 72 

tax services, housing assistance, Head Start programs and financial advisors and asset 73 

building programs.   She said they also have a program for tenants and work with 74 

mobile home parks on emergency planning.    75 

 76 

Carpenter said Demers had written him requesting to speak to the Board to make sure 77 

they were aware of all the programs they offer.  Asermily asked about the waiting list on 78 

the weatherization program, and Demers said the wait list that used to be 3 years long 79 

is now under a year.  Demers went over the process on how they review applications 80 

each week with other agencies to determine eligibility for whatever assistance they are 81 

applying for and their interaction with other agencies. 82 

 83 

Demers handed out brochures and their annual report, and said she’d be happy to 84 

come speak to the Board at any time. 85 

 86 

 87 

 88 

 89 

 90 

6.  Request from Ilsley Library Director Dana Hart to Serve Beer and Wine at an 91 

Event and Reception at Ilsley Library on September 20, 2018 92 
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 93 

Hart joined the Board and said the Library is requesting approval to serve beer and wine 94 

at an event they are planning this fall.  She said the Board had all the information in 95 

their packet and was there to answer questions. 96 

 97 

Asermily made the motion to approve the Public Assemblage Permit for a September 98 

20th private event at Ilsley Library that would include the serving of beer and wine. 99 

Nuovo seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 100 

 101 

6.a.  Request from Mr. Mike’s Cleaning Service to Close a Portion of Brookside 102 

Drive for Event and to Serve Alcohol  103 

 104 

Natalie Little from Mr. Mike’s Cleaning Service said that Mike Little had wanted to have 105 

a party for neighbors and also to show appreciation to customers for his 27 years in 106 

business.  She said they will have food, water, soda and entertainment, but guests may 107 

bring their own beverage.  She said members of various police departments will be in 108 

attendance, since they provide cleaning service at these departments.  She said that 109 

Brookside Drive will be blocked off from Buttolph Drive to Woodland Park to allow 110 

guests to assemble in the roadway when moving from property to property. 111 

 112 

Carpenter read the conditions from Chief Hanley regarding notifying emergency 113 

services, having someone monitor the barricades in case they need to be moved 114 

quickly for access, to clean up after the event and the follow the Noise Ordinance. 115 

 116 

Asermily made the motion to approve the request by Mr. Mike’s Cleaning Service to 117 

close Brookside Drive from Buttolph Drive to Woodland Park on Saturday, August 11, 118 

2018 from 3:00 to 9:00 p.m. provided the provisions set forth by Chief Hanley are 119 

followed.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION 120 

PASSED. 121 

 122 

7. Follow-up Discussion of Charge and Work Product of Economic Health 123 

Committee and Appointments to the Committee 124 

 125 

Fred Kenney of Addison County Economic Development Corporation (ACEDC) joined 126 

the Board to review the charge of the Economic Health Committee and to make 127 

recommendations for appointments to the Committee. 128 

 129 

Kenney said the Board had charged the Committee with specific issues to focus on, but 130 

he thinks generally they will be looking at how to make small business thrive, and what 131 

policies, strategies and tools the Town can put in place to help launch, grow and attract 132 

small businesses, while maintaining the town’s distinctive character. 133 

 134 

He said the Committee would operate as a public body, meeting once a month with 135 

homework for members in between meetings.  He said they plan on having one meeting 136 

devoted to just public input. 137 

 138 
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Kenney said on June 12th, the Board appointed himself, Farhad Khan, Mary Cullinane 139 

and Mary Stacey to the Committee, and they were to recruit and recommend 5 140 

additional members of the Committee.  He went over the process they used in 141 

contacting, interviewing and selecting the people to recommend for appointment.  He 142 

said the 5 people they are recommending all met the charge the Board gave for who 143 

they wanted to serve on this committee: 144 

 Willing and able to work together to address the issues; 145 

 Broad perspective on the Committee’s work; 146 

 Unbiased, holistic approach to economic and community development and 147 

business vitality; and 148 

 Diversity with respect to age, background, perspective, experience, and gender 149 

balance. 150 

 151 

Asermily asked about the 3 others that weren’t being recommended, and Kenney said 152 

they told everyone that this would be an open process and their input would be 153 

welcomed.   154 

 155 

Artim said this was a good group of people, but he sees this committee going beyond 156 

the 9 members, with an alternate and two ad hoc members.  He said he appreciated 157 

both Cullinane and Stacey being on the committee, but from a voting perspective he’s 158 

reluctant to have two from the same organization, so feels one should be the principal 159 

and one the alternate.  Artim was in favor of Steve Boyce for the hospitality industry, 160 

Ben Calvi for manufacturing, Becky Dayton for downtown retail and Downtown 161 

Improvement District Commision and Scott Gemignani for his different perspective  162 

retail, but also felt Mike Capra should be included to represent auto retail.  Artim also 163 

felt John Freidin has a place on the Committee as part owner of the Battell Block and 164 

thought Freidin will sometimes challenge conventional thought, which isn’t a bad thing.  165 

He said that creates the 9, with Jennifer Murray and Karen Duguay as ad hoc (ex 166 

officio) members. 167 

 168 

Nuovo said these were all good candidates, and agreed it was not a good idea to have 169 

two members from the same business be voting members. He said he should have 170 

been aware of this when Cullinane and Stacey were appointed, and while he doesn’t 171 

want to preclude them both from participating, he felt only one should vote.  He also felt 172 

Freidin would bring a real entrepreneurial experience to the Committee and feels 173 

Murray is an important person to at least be an ex officio member, since she’s our Town 174 

Planner. 175 

 176 

Khan said Freidin and Capra were the first to approach them about participating on the 177 

Committee, and he had thought they were being recommended. Kenney said everyone 178 

on this list expressed interest in being on this Committee, and there was never any 179 

intention that Murray could not participate in the meetings.  He said the Board asked 180 

them to recommend 5 more people, and that’s what they did. He said he’s mystified by 181 

the concern over Stacey and Cullinane both being on the Committee, since the Board 182 

appointed them both on June 12th, and they’ve been working with him and Khan on 183 
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recruiting new members, so he finds it odd they’re now being told that one of them can’t 184 

vote on the Committee. 185 

 186 

Nuovo apologized for not catching this earlier, but feels as general principle that you 187 

don’t want to appear to show favoritism.   Asermily said that both Cullinane and Stacey 188 

have been very involved in the Town meetings and while they’re both from the same 189 

business, they’re two individual people, and feels since they’ve both invested so much 190 

already that they both should be on the Committee.  Artim said he did mention his 191 

concern with having them both at the time they were appointed, and while he knows 192 

they’ll both be valuable contributors, it’s the voting concept of two from the same 193 

organization that makes him uneasy.  He said he didn’t want to give up anyone else on 194 

this list, as it’s a good balance. 195 

 196 

Artim said he had one suggestion of a change to the charge of the Committee, and that 197 

is to add “what can Middlebury government do to enhance the business experience in 198 

Middlebury”. 199 

 200 

Fuentes-George asked how long the appointments were for, and they said until 201 

November.  She said that since they’re short-term, she was in favor of supporting the 202 

recommendations submitted, and they’ve already put in the work to determine the best 203 

ones to serve, so feels the Board should honor their work.  She said it’s just through 204 

November and she doesn’t like shaving off a voting member who’s a woman, since 205 

there are only 4 women. Khan said he doesn’t like leaving out 2 members who came 206 

forward on their own.    207 

 208 

Nuovo said there would be initial report in November, but feels there will be additional 209 

work that will be on-going and feels the Committee should be constituted from the 210 

beginning and just go on.    211 

 212 

Seeley wanted the length of this Committee’s work clarified and it might change some 213 

people’s interest in serving if this work is going to take longer than a few months.  214 

Kenney said that part of this Committee’s charge is to make recommendations to the 215 

Board on how to go forward, and told everyone he talked to that it was a short-term 216 

commitment.   Carpenter said that was the Board’s initial charge and it was the Board’s 217 

effort to start economic development activity from the government’s point of view, and to 218 

build on the earlier Economic Health Task Force’s work.  He said there may be a new 219 

committee that goes on, but that will be decided later.  Carpenter said he hears what 220 

they’re all saying, and while maybe it isn’t a good idea to have two voting members from 221 

the same “family”, the Board made a commitment and he doesn’t feel good about 222 

pulling someone off that they’d already voted to appoint.  Artim agreed this is what they 223 

voted on for one task, but this is setting the stage for what is going to go on for the long-224 

term. 225 

 226 

Seeley said the Economic Health Task Force was a large, diverse group that provided 227 

recommendations to the Selectboard, and she feels this new Committee is being asked 228 

to do the same thing the Task Force did.  She said one of the Task Force 229 
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recommendations was the formation of a long-term committee, but understands the 230 

problem getting people with time constraints to make long-term commitments.  She said 231 

she feels the additional charge for this committee that Artim recommended, is one that 232 

should be addressed by a long-term committee.  She had thought this new committee 233 

was going to work out some of the specifics of the first Task Force recommendations, 234 

such as the possibility of a Tax Increment Finance (TIF) District and a Revolving Loan 235 

Fund.  She said she’s struggling with the charge of this Committee and how much they 236 

can accomplish by November.  She said if the Board wasn’t happy with the original 237 

recommendations of the Task Force and wants new recommendations, that’s fine, but 238 

thought this group was going to take the original recommendations and go forward.  239 

Fuentes-George said she thought that’s what this charge was asking them to do. 240 

 241 

Fuentes-George made the motion to appoint the committee members as recommended 242 

by the existing Economic Health Committee, and appoint John Freidin and Mike Capra 243 

as alternates, and Jennifer Murray as ex-officio member.  Seeley seconded the motion.  244 

The vote was 4 in favor (Seeley, Carpenter, Fuentes-George, Asermily) and 3 opposed 245 

(Nuovo, Khan and Artim).  MOTION PASSED. 246 

 247 

Carpenter asked if there were any changes to the charge.  Seeley asked Kenney if he 248 

needed any clarification on the charge, and he said he didn’t, but asked what the role of 249 

an alternate was on the Committee.  Carpenter said they should attend the meetings 250 

and would be able to vote should a principal committee member was absent, but felt 251 

they should clarify who was the 1st and 2nd alternate. 252 

 253 

Asermily moved to appoint John Freidin as 1st Alternate and Mike Capra as 2nd 254 

Alternate.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The vote was 4 in favor (Seeley, Carpenter, 255 

Fuentes-George, Asermily) and 3 abstentions (Nuovo, Khan and Artim). MOTION 256 

PASSED. 257 

 258 

Carpenter asked again if the Board was okay with the existing charge for the 259 

Committee.  Seeley said she was fine with it as long as Kenney was.  There was some 260 

further discussion on the charge and whether to make changes to the charge regarding 261 

expanding retail opportunities when some on the Committee were not in the retail 262 

business.  Kenney suggested changing the charge from “retaining/expanding retail 263 

opportunities” to “retaining/expanding business opportunities”, and the Board agreed to 264 

this change. 265 

 266 

The Economic Health Committee members: 267 

 268 

Fred Kenney, Chair 269 

Mary Cullinane 270 

Stacey Rainey 271 

Farhad Khan 272 

Steve Boyce 273 

Ben Calvi 274 

Becky Dayton 275 
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Karen Duguay 276 

Scott Gemignani 277 

John Freidin,  1st Alternate 278 

Mike Capra, 2nd Alternate 279 

Jennifer Murray, Ex-Officio 280 

 281 

8. Purpose Energy Request for a Waiver of the 45-Day Notice Requirement for a 282 

Certificate of Public Good 283 

 284 

Attorney Eben Punderson and Eric Fitch, Principal of Purpose Energy, joined the Board.  285 

Fitch said they’d been trying to develop a project in Middlebury for many years.  He said 286 

companies in the Industrial Park, specifically AgriMark and Otter Creek Brewery, 287 

produce organic byproducts that aren’t typically processed by municipal wastewater 288 

facilities, but can be treated anaerobically for less money and it produces a methane 289 

byproduct that can be used as a renewable energy.  He said they have been running a 290 

similar facility in Burlington at the Magic Hat Brewery since 2010, and they currently 291 

have a 22-year lease with Tony Neri for a location at 183 Industrial Avenue. 292 

 293 

Fitch said they have a recent contract with the State where they will pay them a certain 294 

rate for renewable power from food waste digesters, which goes along with the State’s 295 

attempt to remove organic waste from landfills.  He said working with the businesses in 296 

the Industrial Park that produce these types of waste, they will produce renewable 297 

energy to sell to the grid, treated water that will be discharged to the Town through a 298 

Discharge Permit, and an organic waste that can be applied to crop fields. 299 

 300 

He said because they will be selling to the grid, they are required to apply for a 301 

Certificate of Public Good (CPG) through the Public Utility Commission (PUC).  He said 302 

part of this process can be preceded by a 45-day notice period to the Town and 303 

Regional Planning.  He said they want to establish a connection with the Town and let 304 

the Town know they’re approachable and can call or contact them at any time, and they 305 

would like to ask for consideration to waive the 45-day period to help them reach their 306 

goal to start construction in the spring.  He said this does not impact the Town’s ability 307 

to participate in the PUC proceedings if they choose to. 308 

 309 

Artim said this is a type of energy that provides base power for the electric company, 310 

unlike wind and solar, so he liked the project. 311 

 312 

Carpenter asked Punderson if this waiver process had been done in previous 313 

applications.  Punderson said he believed this requirement was required because this 314 

project supersedes the zoning process; and was a way of alerting the towns that these 315 

projects were happening.  He said these plants can be controversial, although this one 316 

is fairly small scale.  He said this in no way prevents the Town from participating in the 317 

process, and he said they fully intend to share the specifics of this project with the Town 318 

as they develop.   Punderson said not only are they asking for a letter from the Board 319 

waiving the 45-day period, they will also be asking for a letter of support for the Board in 320 

the future. 321 
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 322 

Carpenter said there has been concern about the load on our Wastewater Plant, so we 323 

will be looking at how this might relieve the load on our facility.  Fitch said they have met 324 

with Wastewater Superintendent Bob Wells, and they already know their facility will 325 

relieve a large amount of the organic load from the Wastewater Facility.  Carpenter said 326 

any feedback from Bob Wells will be important to the Board’s decision going into the 327 

CPG process. 328 

 329 

Fitch said one problem they might encounter is locating the route for the pipes to their 330 

facility, but they are working with DuBoise and King on possible solutions.  He said the 331 

best route may be within the Town’s right-of-way, since private landowners are not too 332 

receptive to it crossing their property.  Artim said maybe there was a way to tie their 333 

pipeline installation into the new water line the Town is anticipating on Exchange Street, 334 

but Carpenter said the timing wouldn’t work for that to work.  Artim said maybe they 335 

could truck the waste until such time as a pipeline could be installed at the same time as 336 

the water. 337 

 338 

Carpenter said he didn’t have any problem agreeing to waive the 45-day waiting period, 339 

but would need more information on the project and process before agreeing to do a 340 

Letter of Support. 341 

 342 

Seeley requested that they provide their information to Tata and Howard, who are 343 

conducting the 20-year evaluation of our Wastewater Facility, since it might have an 344 

impact on the study.  345 

 346 

Ross Conrad, one of the Middlebury delegates on the Addison County Regional 347 

Planning Commission (ACRPC) said he had spoken with the ACRPC Director, Adam 348 

Lougee, and Lougee had said the ACRPC Executive Committee had discussed the 349 

request to waive the 45-day waiting period and had denied the request.  He said while 350 

they thought it looked like a good project, they felt without a permit in hand there was 351 

not enough information to approve waiving that time. 352 

 353 

Seeley asked when the 45-day period begins, and Punderson said it would start the day 354 

they submit the plans to the Town. Seeley said she’s okay waiving the 45-day period, 355 

but agreed with Carpenter that she would need to see more information before agreeing 356 

to support the project. 357 

 358 

Artim made the motion to approve Purpose Energy’s request for a waiver of the 45-day 359 

pre-filing notification requirement to the Town prior to submitting its application for a 360 

Certificate of Public Good (CPG) to the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) for its 361 

proposed waste-to-energy facility on Industrial Avenue.  Khan seconded the motion. 362 

The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 363 

 364 

Asermily said they had explained the project very well, and she was glad to see this 365 

type of technology moving forward and she hopes our Wastewater Facility gets to see 366 

the benefits as well. 367 
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  368 

9. Approve Declaration of Official Intent of the Town of Middlebury to Reimburse 369 

Certain Expenditures from Proceeds of Indebtedness for Wastewater System 370 

Improvements 371 

 372 

Town Manager Ramsay said this is the same as the resolution adopted by the Board 373 

earlier in the summer for the Water System Project, but this one is a statement of intent 374 

to reimburse ourselves out of the proceeds of the project bonds for the Wastewater 375 

Treatment Facility Project.  She said this resolution is recommended by the Town’s 376 

Bond Counsel in order to make these reimbursements happen.  She said the Resolution 377 

specifies an anticipated maximum cost of the Wastewater Treatment Facility 378 

improvements at 8.5 million dollars. 379 

 380 

Seeley made the motion to adopt the Declaration of Official Intent of the Town of 381 

Middlebury to Reimburse Certain Expenditures from Proceeds of Indebtedness and 382 

authorize Town Clerk Ann Webster to sign the Declaration certification. Nuovo 383 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 384 

 385 

10. Request for Sole Source Procurement of Archeological Services for 386 

Middlebury Flood Resiliency Project 387 

 388 

Ramsay said this request is for sole-source procurement of archeological services for 389 

the East Middlebury Flood Resiliency Project.  The firm Northeast Archaeology 390 

Research Center did the first phase of the survey for this project, and since everyone 391 

was pleased with their services, would like to move forward with them again.  She said 392 

this is all dependent on approval by FEMA. 393 

 394 

Seeley made the motion to award a contract for $5,182 under sole-source provision of 395 

the Town’s Procurement Policy to Northeast Archaeology Research Center (NARC), 396 

Inc. for an archaeological phase I survey of the East Middlebury Flood Resiliency 397 

Project area, pending approval from FEMA.  Khan seconded the motion.  The motion 398 

carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 399 

 400 

11. Review July 2018 Status Report & Update on Selectboard Project Priorities 401 

 402 

Ramsay said the Board had asked for a report on where we are in regard to the 403 

Strategic Plan.  She said in the Board’s packet there is an update on the status of the 404 

three major projects, the Downtown Bridge Project, the Water Bond Vote and the 405 

Middlebury Flood Resiliency Project.  She said there is also an update on what was 406 

done the last quarter, where we are in the current quarter and then the longer term 407 

projects.    408 

 409 

Carpenter asked if the Boards prioritization of projects was helping Ramsay in her job.  410 

Ramsay said it was helpful, and she and Seeley had used the Board’s priorities to form 411 

the Infrastructure Committee’s list of priorities and they have been helpful to the 412 

Department Heads. 413 
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 414 

12. Approval of Check Warrants 415 

 416 

Fuentes-George moved to approve total expenditures in the amount of $652,107.01, 417 

consisting of $544,692.97 for accounts payable, and $107,414.04 for payroll, for the 418 

period July 11, 2018 through July 31, 2018.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion 419 

carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 420 

 421 

Fuentes-George said the Warrant Report for June 27 – July 10, presented at the 422 

Board’s last meeting, contained an error in the amount reported for Accounts Payable.  423 

The correct amount is $507,066.87 (and not $234,713.82, as noted in the Warrant 424 

Report).   425 

 426 

Fuentes-George moved to amend the June 27 – July 10, 2018 Warrant Report to 427 

include the correct Accounts Payable amount for approval of $507,066.87.  Khan 428 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 429 

 430 

13. Town Manager’s Report 431 

 432 

Ramsay said earlier in the summer the Board asked for a public meeting on the One-433 

Way Traffic on Merchants Row, and it has been scheduled and noticed for the next 434 

Selectboard Meeting on Tuesday, August 14, 2018 at 7:15 p.m.  She noted that this 435 

meeting will be held in the Community Meeting Room at Ilsley Library as voting for the 436 

Vermont Primary will be going on in the Town Offices. 437 

 438 

Seeley requested that notice on this meeting be sent directly to stakeholders so they 439 

have the opportunity to attend with their questions and concerns, or to submit them in 440 

writing before the meeting if they’re unable to attend. 441 

 442 

Ramsay said the Vermont Community Leadership Summit will take place on October 1st 443 

at Castleton University, and the Vermont Council on Rural Development has invited the 444 

Selectboard to designate a local leader to participate in the Vermont Community 445 

Leadership Summit – “Making it Happen” Local Leadership for the Future of Vermont 446 

Communities.  She said registration is free and the Board will need to discuss 447 

designating a representative to attend the summit at its next meeting. 448 

 449 

Ramsay said the Town will Re-apply for the Downtown Transportation Grant after 450 

Completion of the Downtown Bridge & Rail Project.   She said in June the Town 451 

requested a three-year extension of its Downtown Transportation Grant for landscaping 452 

and pedestrian amenities for Triangle Park after the completion of the downtown bridge 453 

& rail project.  She said the State Downtown staff recommended to the Downtown 454 

Board that it deny request for the extension in order to provide funding for other shovel-455 

ready projects. Based on this feedback, Community Liaison Jim Gish and Kathleen 456 

decided to focus positioning the Town for a successful grant application in 2020 rather 457 

than to contest the recommendation not to extend the current grant. 458 

 459 
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Ramsay reported the Addison County Solid Waste Management District is in the 460 

process of exploring the possibility of siting a regional solid waste drop-off center.  461 

Letters of interest from member municipalities are due on August 6th.   462 

 463 

Ramsay said she had submitted a Letter of Support for Hannaford Career Center’s 464 

application for funding from the State’s Regional Economic Development Grants 465 

Program to improve and enhance the Addison County Makerspace. She said in order to 466 

meet the deadline for submission of the grant application, based on the Board’s support 467 

for the makerspace, she submitted a letter of support for the application for funding. 468 

 469 

She reported the contract negotiations with the new police union are underway and she 470 

and Assistant Town Manager Chris English met with the Union’s representative to 471 

establish ground rules and set-up dates for the first two bargaining sessions.  She said 472 

she will keep the Board informed of the progress and anticipate that a contract will be 473 

presented to the Board for ratification in the fall. 474 

 475 

Ramsay said the 19th Annual Vermont Emergency Preparedness Conference will be at 476 

the Lake Morey Resort in Fairlee, Vermont on September 7-8, 2018.  She said if any of 477 

the Board plans to attend to let her know so she can register them. 478 

 479 

Ramsay said David Pistilli of the Middlebury Regional EMS is happy to report that the 480 

USDA will provide a grant of approximately $32,400 toward the purchase of a new 481 

ambulance for MREMS.  She said the Board supported this grant application in January 482 

of 2017. 483 

 484 

Ramsay said for the second Selectboard Meeting in September, she and Assistant 485 

Town Manager Chris English would be attending the International City/County 486 

Management Association’s Annual Conference in Baltimore, MD, from Sunday, 487 

September 23rd through Wednesday, September 26th.  She said since she will not be 488 

available for the Board’s regularly-scheduled meeting on September 25th, she suggests 489 

that the Board pencil-in Thursday, September 27th as the date for the second meeting 490 

in September.   491 

 492 

She said on August 1, 2018 at 6 p.m., Vermont Fish & Wildlife bear biologist Forrest 493 

Hammond will talk about the ecology and behavior and what people can do to better co-494 

exist with bears, and Vermont State Game Warden Dale Whitlock will be in attendance 495 

to meet with the public and answer questions as well. 496 

 497 

Ramsay said on Friday, August 3, 2018, there will be a tour on the Town Green and 498 

Court Square to view the trees that are to be removed this fall. 499 

 500 

The Board discussed the suggested September 27th meeting date, and it wasn’t working 501 

for many of them, so Ramsay will conduct a Doodle Poll to suggest some other dates. 502 

 503 

14. Board Member Concerns 504 

 505 
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Khan said he would be missing the next two Board meetings as he will be in Saudi 506 

Arabia for a pilgrimage.   507 

 508 

Khan also said a friend had brought up a concern about the crosswalk at Court 509 

Street/Cross Street and the timing of the traffic lights.  The cars are not totally stopped 510 

when people cross the street and wonders about how this can be corrected.  Seeley 511 

said there had been discussion about the timing of this light at the Infrastructure 512 

Committee, but couldn’t remember the specifics.   513 

 514 

Artim said he’d had a conversation with Fire Chief Shaw on what their schedule had 515 

been like lately, and Shaw had said that in one 48 hour period they had five alarms for 516 

CO detectors, smoke alarms, multi-building fire, brush fires and a technical rescue call.  517 

He said it shows how much effort and training volunteers do to help us when we need 518 

them.  So thanks to them for all they do. 519 

 520 

Fuentes-George wanted to share that the Library has free streaming service now called 521 

Kanopy, and anyone with a library card can watch 6 free movies a month on your Smart 522 

TV or mobile device. 523 

 524 

Asermily reported she had attended the 10th Anniversary party at the Town Hall Theater 525 

and wanted to thank them for all they do.   She also mentioned all the gathering places 526 

in town and hoped to see tables and chairs in the area in front of the Town Offices at 527 

some point, and would like to see more seating downtown. 528 

 529 

Asermily said that Washington Street has the bump by the Food Co-op that Public 530 

Works is working on, but it depends on the schedule of the paving company.   531 

 532 

Asermily also mentioned to Block Party downtown on Main Street on August 15th. 533 

 534 

Carpenter appreciated everyone’s input at this meeting and he’d see everyone at the 535 

next meeting on August 14th at the Ilsley Public Library. 536 

 537 

17. Adjourn 538 

 539 

The meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m. upon motion by Artim, seconded by Khan. 540 

 541 

The next meeting of the Middlebury Selectboard will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 542 

August 14, 2018 at the Ilsley Library Community Room at 75 Main Street. 543 

 544 

Respectfully submitted, 545 

Beth Dow 546 

 547 


